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Citizen Science IS not about
papers per say but DATA



Citizen Science IS about a
NEW KIND of
INSTRUMENT



Bird Review Tools

Send email
To: Paula & Tim Reynolds

Dawvid Bonter

CC: Dawvid Bonter r

Subject:

TG T T Question about your Dickcissel observation in Project Feederwatch

@ rilter this list... Message:
Dear Paula & Tim Reynolds,
Select and change... Validity: ) . : "
I am one of the regional reviewers for Project FeederWwatch and am writing to you
about your observation of 1 Dickcissel on Jan 19, 2008|
r Submission Species - Alphal’
When you submit a checklist to Project Feeder\Watch, we use automated filters that
compare your observations with typical totals for that month and region. If a count on
£3728261 White cramned «  Wour checklist exceeds the expected daily total for a species, then you will be asked
- to confirm the entry. Examples of flagged records are early ar late arriving migrants, or
£3725171 White-crowned ! counts of species that are exceptionally high. Rare birds and high counts do occur
{we love seeing them as much as you do!}, but in order to maintain high data quality
standards we ask for further details before these observations can be accepted into

£3725213% White crowned « | the database.

$3465£10 White-crowned !

£3617557 White-crowned | We are asking for additional details on the following observation:

S3435663 White-crowned !

$3647926 Black headed 6y Count: 1
Ohservation date: Jan 19, 2008

£3815049 Dickcissel

Srihmiccinn TH S2909 CNdd
£2070435 Brewear's Blackbi

Send Email Cancel
53409892 Brewer's Blackbi

r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r

£3318070 Brewer's Blackbird i Deci, 2007 Gordon Brown [ 141 Plesssnt Vishey Rosd

4054 Brey, Blackbird 1 Deci1%, 2007 Gordon Brown (=) 14i Blesssnt allay Bosd




Flagged Reports Step 3:
Review evidence, confirm or reject

Confirmed:

* Report and photo posted
on website

Home:

s Project FeederWatch |
Instructions  Data Entry : Aé}?gtF g;ﬁ;&

2007-2008 Rare Bird Reports
Confirmed reports through July 1, 2008

Photo
Bird Species Location (click to Observer |Comments
enlarge)
Jatio ity .

Ross's Goose r:lj atior o i Jo h

Dovekie

White-winged Dove |- -

Red-masked
Conure




Reviewed Records 2007-08

Invalid Emaill
6%

Confirm Report

No Response
33%

Reject/Correct
Report

N = 367 requests 38%




Lingering ISsues

o Misidentifications that do
not trigger the flagging
system

e Qutdated contact
Information

o Paper data delay
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eBird — Growth in Observations
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Engage Birders through Training

ve-flash Obji

eBird — Increase in Standardized Observations
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Mechanisms for Data Quality and Validation in Citizen Science
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Modeling Experts and Novices in Citizen Science
Data for Species Distribution Modeling
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Data Quality

1) Quality Assurance Project Plans

2) Initial and continued Training of Observers
3) Rating Observers

4) Experience In participation

5) Review by more experienced observers

6) Electronic Filtering based on previous data
collected

/) Recheck with Observer
8) Digital Voucher



Know the Human Observation Sensor!

From a stroll in the Park to

Reviewed Shared Record



